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ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES


· When is a franchise required?
· Any line, located outside of the boundaries of a city, that is capable of operating at 69 kV or more requires a franchise.

· A franchise is not required for lines constructed entirely within the boundaries of property owned by the end user.

· What are the applicable rules and laws?
· Code of Iowa, CHAPTER 478 ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES
· Iowa Administrative Code, Utilities Division [199]
· Chapter 11 ELECTRIC LINES

· Chapter 25 IOWA ELECTRICAL SAFETY CODE

· Chapter 14 ELECTRONIC FILING
· Chapter 7 PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE

· When is an informational meeting required?
· Prior to negotiation for right-of-way easements, an informational meeting must be held for lines extending one mile or more on privately owned real estate.
· The date, time and location of the meeting shall be coordinated with Board staff.  (Contact Jim Sundermeyer, jim.sundermeyer@iub.state.ia.us, 515-242-5225)
· Where are the petition forms and training resources available?
· http://www.state.ia.us/government/com/util/energy/electric_franchises.html
· Does a franchise grant exclusive rights for the life of the line?
· No.  A franchise does not give exclusive rights and a franchise will not be granted for a period longer than 25 years.  Prior to the franchise’s expiration, a petition will have to be filed to extend the franchise.
· What other links might be helpful?
· Iowa Utilities Board Home Page:  http://www.state.ia.us/iub
· Iowa Utilities Board Electronic Filing System:  http://efs.iowa.gov
· Iowa Code:  http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IowaLaw.html
· Iowa Administrative Code:  http://www.legis.state.ia.us/IAC.html
· Iowa Administrative Code, Utilities Division [199]:  http://www.legis.state.ia.us/aspx/ACODocs/chapterList.aspx?agency=199
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