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On April 1, 2008, objector Mr. Aaron H. Charlson (Mr. Charlson) filed a letter 

and withdrawal of his objection with the Board.  Among other things, Mr. Charlson 

stated in his letter that:  "Also FPL gave your billing department my name to bill me 

for your services of $5000.00, and I am not happy about this."  In addition, although 

Mr. Charlson enclosed a signed withdrawal of his original objection, it is not clear 

from the letter whether he has a new objection. 

On April 8, 2008, Crystal Lake Wind, LLC (Crystal Lake) filed a copy of a letter 

it sent to Mr. Charlson apologizing for any misunderstanding and inconvenience 

Crystal Lake may have caused.  Crystal Lake does not address Mr. Charlson's 

concern regarding a bill for $5000.00 in its letter.  It does not appear from the letter 

that a copy was served on the other parties to this case.  Therefore, a copy is 

attached to this order. 

The undersigned administrative law judge is issuing this order to clarify the 

record in this case. 
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Iowa Code § 478.4 (2007) states that an electric franchise shall not become 

effective until the utility pays, or files an agreement to pay, "all costs and expenses of 

the franchise proceeding, whether or not objections are filed, including costs of 

inspections or examinations of the route, hearing, salaries, publishing of notice, and 

any other expenses reasonably attributable to it."  This statute means that the utility 

must pay all expenses with regard to the franchise proceeding even if objections are 

filed.  On March 28, 2008, Crystal Lake filed an agreement to pay all the costs and 

expenses of these franchise proceedings. 

The Utilities Board (Board) has not, and will not, bill any objector for any of the 

costs of these electric franchise proceedings.  Crystal Lake may not bill any objector 

for any of the costs of these electric franchise proceedings.  Iowa Code § 478.4. 

Although Mr. Charlson filed a withdrawal of his original objection in this case, 

and would therefore ordinarily be removed from the service list, a copy of this order 

will be sent to Mr. Charlson.  If Mr. Charlson wishes his April 1, 2008, letter to be 

considered as an additional objection in this case, he must file a letter with the Board 

stating he wishes it to be considered as an objection.  In addition, if Mr. Charlson 

does not wish to be removed from the service list in this case in order to follow the 

progress of the case, he must file a letter with the Board stating that he wishes to 

remain on the service list.  If he wishes to file such a letter, Mr. Charlson must do so 

on or before April 16, 2008. 
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In its rebuttal testimony, Crystal Lake must address the concerns expressed in 

Mr. Charlson's letter, including the concern regarding a bill for $5000.00. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. If Mr. Charlson wishes his April 1, 2008, letter to the Board to be 

considered as an additional objection, or if he wishes to remain on the Board's 

service list, he must file a letter with the Board stating his wishes on or before 

April 16, 2008. 

2. In its prefiled rebuttal testimony, Crystal Lake must address the 

concerns expressed in Mr. Charlson's April 1, 2008, letter, including the concern 

regarding a bill for $5000.00. 

 UTILITIES BOARD 
 
  /s/ Amy L. Christensen                            
 Amy L. Christensen 
 Administrative Law Judge 
ATTEST: 
 
 /s/ Judi K. Cooper                              
Executive Secretary 
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 9th day of April, 2008. 




