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BACKGROUND 
 

On February 9, 2007, the Organization of MISO States (OMS), a number of 

utility commissioners, and other interested participants created the Midwest Demand 

Resource Initiative (MWDRI).  The purpose of the MWDRI is to facilitate the 

development of an active demand-side response in the electric power market by 

compiling information about the existing demand response programs of utility and 

load-serving entities.  For these purposes, MWDRI developed a "Retail Demand 

Response Program Survey" (Demand Response Survey) with the assistance of the 

Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP) and the Lawrence Berkeley National laboratory 

(LBNL). 

On July 3, 2007, MWDRI e-mailed the Demand Response Survey to various 

state utility commissions requesting responses from the utilities and load-serving 

entities under their respective jurisdictions. 
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The Demand Response Survey is focused on "demand response" and 

"dynamic pricing" programs, defined as: 

[Demand response includes] 

[P]rograms or tariffs such as interruptible/curtailable tariffs, 
direct load control, emergency demand response programs, 
or 'economic' or demand bidding programs where events are 
triggered by high prices. 
 
[D]ynamic pricing [should] include Real Time Pricing (RTP) 
and Critical Peak Pricing (CPP) tariffs.  Do not include time-
of-use tariffs in this category.  If there is more than one type 
of Dynamic Pricing tariff that is offered to various customer 
groups/classes, please fill out one column for each tariff. 
 

(Demand Response Survey, pp. 2 and 4.) 
 

Also, there is a section of the survey which addresses "Voluntary Demand 

Response Programs."  These programs are defined as:  "program[s] where 

customers voluntarily participate and make a 'best efforts' attempt to curtail load 

during a system emergency but are not compensated for load reduction."  (Demand 

Response Survey, p. 5.) 

 
DISCUSSION 

The two investor-owned utilities in Iowa have already filed load management 

reports, and the consumer-owned utilities have filed reports with estimated results, 

but the reports lack specific details that will assist MWDRI in understanding the 

operations of the programs.  This survey will assist the efforts of MWDRI to advance 

demand response within the vision of MISO.  The Board will therefore require all Iowa 
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electric utilities that operate demand response programs to respond to the demand 

response survey.  If an Iowa electric utility company does not respond to the demand 

response survey, the Board will assume that the utility does not have a demand 

response program.  The survey form will be made available on the Board's Web site; 

it can also be requested from the inquiry manager (contact information below). 

In order to avoid inconsistent methods of compilation, copies of the responses 

will be forwarded to and processed by LBNL for compilation.  This will provide 

information that will guide MWDRI as it develops program and policy options.  

Furthermore, because load management programs in Iowa are a major focus of 

spending by utilities and a major source of peak electricity demand reductions, the 

Board should be able to use the compiled information in the report on energy 

efficiency that is being prepared for the Legislature. 

All responses shall be filed as follows:  1) an original and five written copies, 

filed with the Board's Executive Secretary and 2) one electronic copy, on CD or DVD, 

filed with the Board's Executive Secretary.  Questions or communications about the 

docket or the filing requirements should be directed to Gordon Dunn, the inquiry 

manager, at the Iowa Utilities Board, 350 Maple Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-

0069, or by telephone at (515) 281-7051, or by E-mail at 

Gordon.Dunn@iub.state.ia.us. 

mailto:Gordon.Dunn@iub.state.ia.us
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The completed survey forms from the utilities should be filed with the Iowa 

Utilities Board's Records and Information Center in Docket No. NOI-07-2 on or before 

September 28, 2007. 

 
ORDERING CLAUSE 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

All Iowa electric utilities that operate demand response programs shall file 

responses to the "Retail Demand Response Program Survey" as part of Docket No. 

NOI-07-2 on or before September 28, 2007. 

      UTILITIES BOARD 
 
 
       /s/ John R. Norris                               
 
 
       /s/ Curtis W. Stamp                            
ATTEST: 
 
 /s/ Judi K. Cooper                             /s/ Krista K. Tanner                            
Executive Secretary 
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 8th day of August, 2007. 


