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On July 9, 2007, the undersigned administrative law judge issued an order 

granting a motion for extension of time to file post-hearing briefs requested by Ames 

Municipal Electric System (Ames) and setting the deadline as July 13, 2007.  Several 

parties and objectors filed briefs or responses on or before the July 13, 2007, 

deadline. 

On July 18, 2007, Ms. Shirley L. and Mr. Adrian Ploegstra, on behalf of the 

Ploegstra Trust, filed a letter with the Utilities Board (Board).  The Ploegstras and the 

Ploegstra Trust are the owners of eminent domain parcel number P-16 (Polk County 

Docket No. E-21743).  Essentially, the Ploegstras dispute Ames' assertion in its post-

hearing brief that the Ploegstra's concerns relate to compensation.  The Ploegstras 

did not previously file an objection and did not participate in the hearing.  They filed 

their letter five days after the deadline for filing post-hearing briefs and did not 

request an extension of the time to file their letter.  For these reasons, it would be 

entirely reasonable to exclude consideration of their letter in the decision making in 

this case. 

However, the Ploegstras and the Ploegstra Trust are the owners of an eminent 

domain parcel, so they clearly have a significant interest in the case, of which Ames 
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was aware.  Their letter was filed only five days late and Ames had previously 

requested and been granted an extension of the time to file briefs.  They are 

unrepresented by legal counsel.  Therefore, the undersigned will consider the 

arguments made in the letter when making the decision in this case. 

Since Ames has the burden of proof in this case, it would be unfair not to allow 

Ames an opportunity to respond to the statements made in the letter if it wishes to do 

so.  Therefore, this opportunity will be provided. 

It does not appear that the Ploegstras served their letter on any party or 

objector other than Ames and the City of Huxley.  Therefore, a copy of the letter is 

attached to this order, which will be served on all parties and objectors.  However, 

only Ames will be given the opportunity to respond to the letter, since it is the only 

party with the burden of proof in this case.  Any additional filings by any other party or 

objector will not be considered. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1.  If Ames wishes to respond to the letter filed by the Ploegstras on July 18, 

2007, it must file its response on or before August 1, 2007. 

2.  No other additional filings will be allowed or considered in reaching the 

decision in this case. 

 UTILITIES BOARD 
 
  /s/ Amy L. Christensen                      
 Amy L. Christensen 
 Administrative Law Judge 
ATTEST: 
 
 /s/ Judi K. Cooper                         
Executive Secretary 

Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 24th day of July, 2007. 








