
STATE OF IOWA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

UTILITIES BOARD 
 
IN RE: 
 
IOWA TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICES, INC., d/b/a IOWA TELECOM, 
 
                      Complainant, 
 
     v. 
 
SOUTH SLOPE COOPERATIVE 
TELEPHONE COMPANY, 
 
                      Respondent. 
 

 
 
 
 
      
     DOCKET NO. FCU-06-25 
                            (DRU-06-1) 

 
ORDER DENYING MOTION TO DISMISS COUNT II, ACKNOWLEDGING 

WITHDRAWAL OF COUNT V, GRANTING MOTION PRO HAC VICE, AND 
TAKING OFFICIAL NOTICE OF DOCUMENTS 

 
(Issued August 7, 2006) 

 
 
 On February 1, 2006, Iowa Telecommunications Services, Inc., d/b/a Iowa 

Telecom (Iowa Telecom), filed a complaint including a request for declaratory order 

against South Slope Cooperative Telephone Company (South Slope).1  On 

February 14, 2006, South Slope submitted a petition for intervention, a motion to 

dismiss the declaratory proceeding, a motion to sever the various counts of the 

complaint, and a motion for an expedited ruling regarding South Slope's obligation to 

file an answer (in addition to the motion to dismiss that was filed pursuant to 

199 IAC 7.9(2)"c").   

                                            
1  In its "Petition for Intervention, Motion to Dismiss, Motion to Sever and Motion for Expedited Ruling," 
South Slope notes it is properly named South Slope Cooperative Telephone Company. 
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 On March 2, 2006, the Board issued an order declining to issue a declaratory 

ruling and opened a complaint proceeding.  In that order, the Board directed South 

Slope to file an answer to the complaint and effectively denied South Slope's motion 

to dismiss Count II of the proceeding by indicating that it would be considered in the 

formal contested complaint proceeding.2

Motion to Dismiss 

 On July 10, 2006, South Slope renewed its motion to dismiss Count II of the 

complaint arguing that Iowa Telecom's request that South Slope conform its Local 

Exchange Routing Guide (LERG) entries to associate the numbering resources that it 

uses to serve customers is nothing more than local number portability (LNP) 

implementation between Iowa Telecom and South Slope.  South Slope argues this is 

a dispute that should be determined by the North American Numbering Council 

subject to review by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). 

 In its resistance to the renewed motion to dismiss, filed July 24, 2006, Iowa 

Telecom argues the matters raised in Count II pertain not to new LNP deployment 

rules for unique circumstances but to the straightforward application of existing FCC 

rules, Board rules, and industry standards. 

 In reviewing the testimony filed by both parties regarding Count II, it appears 

that although both parties testify extensively about LERG entries, the primary 

complaint relates to a service territory dispute between two utilities.  South Slope  

 
2  "Order Declining to Issue Declaratory Ruling and Opening Complaint Proceeding," Docket Nos. 
DRU-06-1 and FCU-06-25, March 2, 2006, pp. 6-7. 
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contends the Board approved a rate center consolidation when it granted South 

Slope a certificate to serve the Oxford, Solon, and Tiffin exchanges.  Iowa Telecom 

argues that South Slope has never requested rate center consolidation from the 

Board. 

 The Board has clear authority to resolve service territory disputes pursuant to 

its rules.  Subrule 199 IAC 22.20(2) states that "inappropriate overlaps in service 

territories are to be avoided."  Additionally, 199 IAC 22.20(2)"d" states that "if utilities 

cannot agree on the boundary … the board will resolve the issues in contested case 

proceedings to revise the maps and modify the certificates … "  The Board denies 

the motion to dismiss Count II of the complaint. 

Dismissal of Count V 

 On July 24, 2006, Iowa Telecom filed a dismissal of Count V of the complaint, 

without prejudice.  The Board acknowledges this dismissal of Count V. 

Pro Hac Vice Request 

 On July 17, 2006, South Slope filed an application for admission pro hac vice 

requesting the Board admit Benjamin H. Dickens, Jr. to appear as counsel on its 

behalf in this proceeding.  Mr. Dickens is an attorney with the law firm of Blooston, 

Mordkofsky, Dickens, Duffy & Prendergast, Washington, D.C., and is a member of 

the bar of the District of Columbia and the bar of the state of Florida.  Mr. Dickens is 

admitted to practice before the U.S. Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit.  

There is an appearance of an Iowa-resident attorney upon whom service may be 

made. 
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 The Board will grant this request and admit Mr. Dickens, pro hac vice for the 

purpose of appearing on behalf of South Slope in this proceeding.  The request 

complies with 199 IAC 7.4(8)"a" and Iowa Admission to the Bar rule 31.14(2). 

Official Notice 

 The Board will take official notice of certain documents that Board's staff has 

obtained from the North American Numbering Plan Administration (NANPA), 

including: 

 ● Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Request – Part 1, December 9, 
2005 – South Slope Cooperative Telephone Co., Inc., Tracking Number 
319-189403 (3 pages) 

 
 ● Administrator's Response/Confirmation– Part 3 – South Slope 

Cooperative Telephone Co., Inc., Tracking Number: 319-189403 
(1 page) 

 
 ● Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Request – Part 1, December 9, 

2005 – South Slope Cooperative Telephone Co., Inc., Tracking Number 
319-189404 (3 pages) 

 
 ● Administrator's Response/Confirmation – Part 3 – South Slope 

Cooperative Telephone Co., Inc., Tracking Number 319-189404 
(1 page) 

 
 ● Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Request – Part 1, December 9, 

2005 – South Slope Cooperative Telephone Co., Inc., Tracking Number 
319-189405 (3 pages) 

 
 ● Administrator's Response/Confirmation – Part 3 – South Slope 

Cooperative Telephone Co., Inc., Tracking Number 319-189405 
(1 page) 

 
A copy of each of these documents is attached to this order. 
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 The Board will also take official notice of its own "Order Granting Application," 

In Re:  South Slope Cooperative Telephone Company, Inc., Docket No. TCU-98-15, 

issued July 14, 1998. 

 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. The renewed motion to dismiss Count II of the complaint, filed July 10, 

2006, by South Slope Cooperative Telephone Company is denied as discussed in 

this order. 

2. The Board acknowledges the dismissal of Count V of the complaint, 

filed July 24, 2006, by Iowa Telecommunications Services, Inc., d/b/a Iowa Telecom. 

3. The application for admission pro hac vice of Benjamin H. Dickens, Jr. 

is granted. 

4. The Board will take official notice of its order in Docket No. TCU-98-15 

and the NANPA documents described in this order and attached hereto. 

      UTILITIES BOARD 
 
 
       /s/ John R. Norris                               
 
 
                                                                
ATTEST: 
 
 /s/ Judi K. Cooper                             /s/ Curtis W. Stamp                            
Executive Secretary 
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 7th day of August, 2006. 


























