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 On May 13, 2005, the Utilities Board (Board) initiated this notice and comment 

proceeding to consider whether residential and business local exchange service in 

certain Iowa communities is subject to effective competition and should be 

deregulated pursuant to Iowa Code § 476.1D (2005) and 199 IAC 5.3(1) (2005).   

On August 16, 2005, an oral comment proceeding was held for the purpose of 

taking sworn testimony concerning pre-filed statements and counterstatements of 

position by interested participants.  At the close of the proceeding, the Board 

indicated that it would issue an order outlining a post-hearing briefing schedule. 

Any participant wishing to file a post-hearing brief may do so on or before 

September 19, 2005.  Reply briefs may be filed on or before October 3, 2005.  The 

Board notes that while it has both requested and received information regarding 

issues that may be peripheral to the Board's decision in this docket, post-hearing 

briefs should be limited to the following issues that are to be determined in this docket:   
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1. Whether residential and business local exchange service in the 

31 communities identified in the Board's May 13, 2005, order should be 

deregulated.   

2. The nature of Qwest Corporation's QPP product as a 

replacement for UNE-P arrangements in interconnection agreements with 

competitive carriers. 

3. Whether Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP), wireless service, or 

cable telephony are comparable to or substitutions for wireline service. 

 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. Any participant may file an initial brief as described in this order on or 

before September 19, 2005,  

2. Any participant may file a reply brief as described in this order on or 

before October 3, 2005. 

      UTILITIES BOARD 
 
 
       /s/ John R. Norris                               
 
 
       /s/ Diane Munns                                
ATTEST: 
 
 /s/ Margaret Munson                             /s/ Elliott Smith                                    
Executive Secretary, Deputy 
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 18th day of August, 2005. 


