
STATE OF IOWA 
 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 

UTILITIES BOARD 
 
 
IN RE: 
 
IOWA TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICES, INC., d/b/a IOWA TELECOM 
 

 
 
         DOCKET NOS. TF-05-216 
                                   WRU-05-34-263 

 
ORDER APPROVING TARIFF REVISION AND 

GRANTING WAIVER 
 

(Issued July 29, 2005) 
 
 
 On July 1, 2005, Iowa Telecommunications Services, Inc., d/b/a Iowa Telecom 

(Iowa Telecom), filed proposed revisions to its Iowa Tariff No. 2, deleting references 

to special access services that were previously deregulated by the Utilities Board 

(Board) orders issued in Docket Nos. INU-88-21 and INU-95-3.2  No objections to the 

proposed tariff revision have been filed. 

 Iowa Telecom states that it will continue to provide special access services on 

a deregulated basis and that it will move these services to its "Deregulated Rates and 

Services Guide," which is available on Iowa Telecom's Web site.  Iowa Telecom  

                                            
1 In re:  Deregulation of InterLATA Interexchange Message Telecommunication Service (MTS), Wide 
Area Telecommunication Service (WATS), Channel Service (Private Line), and Custom Network 
Service, "Order Granting Deregulation Petition in Part and Directing Additional Investigation into 
Competitiveness of Operator-Assisted MTS," Docket No. INU-88-2, issued April 5, 1989 (deregulating 
high-capacity intrastate special access service). 
2 In re:  Deregulation of Competitive IntraLATA Interexchange Services; InterLATA ISDN, Operator 
Services and Directory Assistance Services; and Voice Messaging Service, "Order Finding Certain 
Services Subject to Effective Competition and Other Services Not Subject to Effective Competition," 
Docket No. INU-95-3, Issued May 20, 1996. 
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further states that this change will not cause the withdrawal of these services from 

existing or new customers. 

 The Board has reviewed Iowa Telecom's proposed tariff revision and finds that 

it substantially complies with the Board rules for the filing and processing of tariff 

pages.  Therefore, the Board will approve Iowa Telecom's tariff revision. 

 Also on July 1, 2005, Iowa Telecom requested a waiver of the Board's 

accounting plan requirement in 199 IAC § 5.7(b) and (c).  Iowa Telecom states that 

the Board's orders in Docket Nos. INU-88-2 and INU-95-3 require the filing of an 

accounting plan as a prerequisite for the deregulation of special access services.  In 

addition, Board rules 199 IAC 5.7(b) and (c) require the filing of an accounting plan 

before the deregulation of a service can become effective.  Iowa Telecom asserts 

that this requirement is no longer necessary since a recent amendment to Iowa Code 

§ 476.1D deleted the accounting plan requirement for the implementation of 

deregulation.3  Iowa Telecom requests a waiver of the accounting plan filing 

requirements of the Board's orders in Docket Nos. INU-88-2 and INU-95-3, as well as 

Board rules 199 IAC 5.7(b) and (c).  The waiver request is identified as Docket No. 

WRU-05-34-263. 

 The Board finds that the accounting plan required by the Board's decisions in 

Docket Nos. INU-88-2 and INU-95-3, as well as the requirement imposed by Board 

rules 199 IAC 5.7(b) and (c), are no longer necessary due to the recent enactment of 

 
3 See 2005 Iowa Acts, House File 277, amending Iowa Code § 476.1D, subsections 1, 2, and 3, 
effective July 1, 2005 (House File 277). 
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House File 277.  In addition, the Board notes that accounting plan requirements are 

based on the assumption that the utility is operating under traditional, cost-based rate 

regulation.  Iowa Telecom is not operating under such traditional regulation.  The 

Board will grant the waiver because the requirement of an accounting plan is no 

longer necessary. 

 Rule 199 IAC 1.3 states that the Board may grant waivers of its rules based 

upon clear and convincing evidence that the application of the rule would pose an 

undue hardship, the waiver would not prejudice the substantial legal rights of any 

person, the provisions waived are not specifically mandated by statute, and 

substantially equal protection of public health, safety, and welfare will be afforded 

after the waiver.  The Board has considered the waiver request as described above 

and finds that the waiver meets the four criteria of the rule and the evidence in 

support of the waiver is clear and convincing. 

 Adherence to these orders and this rule would be an undue hardship on Iowa 

Telecom because the accounting plan is no longer necessary.  The Board finds there 

are no substantial legal rights of any person that are affected by this waiver and there 

is no statute that specifically mandates the action waived.  Additionally, the Board 

finds that there will be substantial equal protection for health, safety, and welfare 

provided since the provision of these deregulated services will continue to be offered 

and the pricing of these services can be viewed from Iowa Telecom's Web site. 
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 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. The proposed tariff amendment filed by Iowa Telecommunications 

Services, Inc., d/b/a Iowa Telecom, on July 1, 2005, identified as TF-05-216, is 

approved and will become effective August 1, 2005, as requested.   

2. The waiver of the accounting plan filing requirement of the Board's 

orders in Docket Nos. INU-88-2 and INU-95-3 and Board rules 199 IAC 5.7(b) and 

(c), identified as Docket No. WRU-05-34-263, is granted as described in this order. 

      UTILITIES BOARD 
 
 
       /s/ John R. Norris                               
 
 
       /s/ Diane Munns                                
ATTEST: 
 
 /s/ Margaret Munson                             /s/ Elliott Smith                                    
Executive Secretary, Deputy 
 
Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 29th day of July, 2005. 


