STATE OF IOWA

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

UTILITIES BOARD

IN RE:
DOCKET NO. P-750
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY COMPANY

ORDER DENYING REQUEST TO INTERVENE AND
TREATING THE REQUEST AS AN OBJECTION

(Issued April 1, 2004)

On September 11, 2003, MidAmerican Energy Company (MidAmerican) filed a
petition and exhibits for renewal of natural gas pipeline permit number P-887, issued
to lowa-lllinois Gas and Electric Company, predecessor to MidAmerican, on
October 17, 1978, for the Blue Grass Lateral #2. The original permit was for a line
approximately 2.08 miles long. On March 11, 1981, the lowa State Commerce
Commission, predecessor agency to the Utilities Board (Board), issued an
amendment to the permit to add approximately 1.68 miles to the line. The renewal
petition is for approximately 3.83 miles of existing 4-inch diameter steel pipeline for
the transportation of natural gas in Scott County, lowa.

The issue in this case is whether MidAmerican's pipeline permit for an existing
pipeline should be renewed. MidAmerican is not seeking to construct a pipeline or
change the existing pipeline in any way. Pursuant to lowa Code Chapter 479, the
specific issues that relate to this general issue include the public convenience and

necessity issue, any safety issues, any pipeline location and route issues, the
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financial qualification issue, and issues raised by objectors or any other party. To
date, no party has raised any other issues.

On February 26, 2004, the undersigned administrative law judge issued a
procedural order and notice of hearing. The hearing is set for Tuesday, April 13,
2004, by telephone conference call.

On March 31, 2004, Mr. Keith Meyer filed a request to intervene in the case.
In the request, Mr. Meyer stated he is a customer of MidAmerican with a long and
recorded interest in MidAmerican, a resident of Davenport, the operator of a native
lowa winery, an alderman in the city of Davenport, and hearing impaired. He
requested that he be allowed to intervene and that Mr. Warren Buffett appear at the
hearing on behalf of MidAmerican to answer questions. It is not clear from the filing
that Mr. Meyer served a copy of the request on the two parties to this case,
MidAmerican and the Consumer Advocate Division of the Department of Justice
(Consumer Advocate).

The conduct of this case is governed by lowa Code Chapters 17A and 479,
and by Board rules at 199 IAC 1.8 and Chapter 10. Links to the statutes and rules

are contained on the Board's website at www.state.ia.us/iub. These applicable

statutes and rules do not provide for intervention in pipeline cases. The Board's
intervention rules are at 199 IAC 7.2(7) and 7.2(8). However, these rules do not
apply to pipeline cases. 199 IAC 7.1(1).

If the undersigned were to consider a request for intervention using the

intervention rules as a guideline, Mr. Meyer's request does not meet the
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requirements of the intervention rules. Requests to intervene must be filed on or
before 20 days following the issuance of the procedural schedule, unless good cause
is shown. 199 IAC 7.2(8). Even if the intervention rule applied in this case, or if it
were used for guidance, the deadline to file a petition to intervene was March 17,
2004. Mr. Meyer did not show good cause for late intervention in his request. In
addition, if the intervention rule is used as a guideline, the request must substantially
comply with the form in 199 IAC 2.2(10). 199 IAC 7.2(8). Mr. Meyer's request does
not include the information required by the intervention rules, and in particular, does
not include information that states his precise interest in the subject matter of this
case and how his interest would be adversely affected by the grant of the renewal
permit.

For these reasons, Mr. Meyer's request to intervene should be denied.
However, lowa Code § 479.9 (2003), 199 IAC 10.5, and the order issued
February 26, 2004, provide that any person whose rights or interests may be affected

by the pipeline may file written objection to the granting of the permit. Written
objections must be filed no later than five days prior to the hearing unless good
cause is shown for the late filing. 199 IAC 10.5. Therefore, Mr. Meyer's request to
intervene will be treated as an objection.

Mr. Meyer must review the procedural order and notice of hearing issued
February 26, 2004, and must comply with its requirements, except with respect to the
deadline for filing prepared testimony. A copy of the procedural schedule and notice

of hearing will be served on Mr. Meyer with this order. In addition, the procedural
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schedule and notice of hearing is available on the Board's website. According to the
procedural order, the deadline for objectors to file prepared testimony was March 25,
2004. Also as stated in the procedural order, "parties other than MidAmerican who
choose not to file prepared testimony and exhibits before the hearing will not be
precluded from participating in the proceedings. If an objector, for example, does not
intend to present evidence going substantially beyond the information contained in
the letter of objection, it is unnecessary for the objector to file prepared testimony.
However, when a party has a substantial amount of information to present to the
Board about the petition, if the information has not been previously disclosed to the
Board, it should be presented in the form of prepared testimony and exhibits
according to the procedural schedule established below."

Since the deadline in the procedural schedule has passed, this will not be
possible. Therefore, if Mr. Meyer intends to present evidence going substantially
beyond the information contained in his request to intervene, which is being treated
as a letter of objection, he should file it in the form of prepared testimony and exhibits
no later than Friday, April 9, 2004. Mr. Meyer must serve a copy of any prepared
testimony and exhibits on MidAmerican and the Consumer Advocate on or before the
same date. 199 IAC 1.8(4). However, depositing in the U.S. mail will not be
sufficient, since the hearing will be held on April 13, 2004. Therefore, Mr. Meyer
must deliver his prepared testimony and exhibits to MidAmerican and the Consumer
Advocate or otherwise ensure that they receive his prepared testimony and exhibits

no later than April 9, 2004.
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In his objection, Mr. Meyer requested that Mr. Warren Buffett appear at the
hearing on behalf of MidAmerican to answer questions. On or before Tuesday,

April 6, 2004, MidAmerican must file a written statement whether it will voluntarily
have Mr. Buffett available to testify at the hearing.

If MidAmerican will not voluntarily produce Mr. Buffett, the only possible option
open to Mr. Meyer is to request a subpoena from the Board. However, a subpoena
will only be issued to a party. lowa Code § 17A.13(1). Mr. Meyer should take note of
the following portion of the procedural order issued on February 26, 2004: "Anyone
who has filed or will file an objection pursuant to lowa Code 88 479.9 and 479.10 and
199 IAC 10.5 will also be presumed to be a party to this case. However, no objector
is entitled to party status merely because that person has written a letter of objection.
In order to qualify as a party, the objector must be able to demonstrate some right or
interest that may be affected by the granting of the permit. lowa Code 8 479.9. An
objector's status as a party may be challenged at the hearing, and an objector who
cannot demonstrate a right or interest that may be affected by the granting of the
permit will no longer be considered a party. Therefore, at a minimum, objectors
should be prepared to give evidence that will explain the nature of their specific rights
or interests they believe should be protected, and will show how these rights or
interests will be affected by the pipeline. As has already been noted, to the extent
that the evidence goes substantially beyond information already communicated to the
Board in an objection letter, it should be reduced to writing and filed as prepared

testimony according to the procedural schedule established below." If Mr. Meyer
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wishes to request a subpoena from the Board, he must do so on or before
Wednesday, April 7, 2004. With his request for subpoena, Mr. Meyer must file
evidence that explains the nature of his specific rights or interests he believes should
be protected, and that shows how these rights or interests will be affected by the
grant of the petition for renewal of the pipeline permit.

In his objection, Mr. Meyer indicated that he is hearing impaired. The
procedural order issued February 26, 2004, stated that the hearing will be by
telephone conference call unless any objections are filed. However, if Mr. Meyer is
hearing impaired to the extent that he needs to use Relay lowa to connect to the
hearing, it appears it would be to his advantage to have the hearing by telephone
conference call. Therefore, if Mr. Meyer, MidAmerican, or the Consumer Advocate
objects to holding the hearing by telephone conference call, they must file a written
objection with the Board no later than Wednesday, April 7, 2004. If no objections are
received, the hearing will be by telephone conference call. Parties and persons who
wish to be connected to the hearing must dial 1-866-708-4636 to reach the bridge
line. In addition, as stated in the procedural order, if Mr. Meyer needs any other
assistive services or devices to observe the hearing or participate in it, he should
contact the Board at (515) 281-5256 in advance of the hearing date to request that
appropriate arrangements be made. Mr. Meyer must contact the Board no later than

Friday, April 9, 2004, to allow sufficient time to make arrangements.
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. The request to intervene filed by Mr. Keith Meyer on March 31, 2004, is
denied.

2. The request to intervene will be treated as an objection.

3. Mr. Meyer must comply with the requirements in the procedural order
and notice of hearing issued on February 26, 2004, except with respect to the
deadline for filing prepared testimony.

4, If Mr. Meyer intends to present evidence going substantially beyond the
information contained in his objection, he should file it in the form of prepared
testimony and exhibits no later than Friday, April 9, 2004. Mr. Meyer must ensure
that MidAmerican and the Consumer Advocate receive copies of his prepared
testimony and exhibits no later than Friday, April 9, 2004.

5. On or before Tuesday, April 6, 2004, MidAmerican must file a written
statement whether it will voluntarily make Mr. Warren Buffett available to testify at the
hearing. MidAmerican must ensure that Mr. Meyer and the Consumer Advocate
know whether MidAmerican will voluntarily make Mr. Buffet available no later than
Tuesday, April 6, 2004.

6. If Mr. Meyer wishes to request a subpoena from the Board, he must do
so on or before Wednesday, April 7, 2004. With his request for subpoena, Mr. Meyer
must file evidence that explains the nature of his specific rights or interests he
believes should be protected, and that shows how these rights or interests will be

affected by the grant of the petition for renewal of the pipeline permit.
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7. If Mr. Meyer, MidAmerican, or the Consumer Advocate object to holding
the hearing by telephone conference call, they must file a written objection with the
Board no later than Wednesday, April 7, 2004. If no objections are received, the
hearing will be by telephone conference call. Parties and persons who wish to be
connected to the hearing must dial 1-866-708-4636 to reach the bridge line.

8. If Mr. Meyer needs any assistive services or devices, other than Relay
lowa, to observe the hearing or participate in it, he must contact the Board at (515)
281-5256 no later than Friday, April 9, 2004, to allow sufficient time to make
arrangements.

9. Pursuant to lowa Code 88 17A.12(1) and 199 IAC 10.4, a copy of this
order will be served by ordinary mail upon Mr. Meyer, MidAmerican and the
Consumer Advocate. In addition, a copy of the procedural order and notice of

hearing issued in this docket on February 26, 2004, will be served on Mr. Meyer with

this order.
UTILITIES BOARD
/s/ Amy L. Christensen
Amy L. Christensen
Administrative Law Judge
ATTEST

/s/ Judi K. Cooper
Executive Secretary

Dated at Des Moines, lowa, this 1° day of April, 2004.



